Report of the Sixth Meeting of the Review Committee regarding amendments to 
the International Health Regulations (2005) (in person) 


9-13 January 2023, Geneva, Switzerland 


The Review Committee regarding amendments to the International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR) 


(hereafter, the Review Committee, the Committee, or RC) met for its Sixth and last Meeting from 9 to 13 
January 2023, in Geneva, Switzerland. The Committee met daily from 9:00 to 18:00 CET (GMT+1), with 
one evening session on 11 January 2023. In addition, on 12 January 2023, the Committee held a meeting 
with Member States, the United Nations and its specialized agencies and other intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations, in accordance with Article 51.2 of the IHR. The provisional agenda and 
list of participants are presented as annexes 1 and 2 at the end of this report. 


The WHO Secretariat opened the meeting to welcome the Committee Members and addressed 
administrative and legal matters. 


The meeting was then handed over to the Vice-Chair, H.E. Ambassador Juan José GGmez-Camacho, who 
reviewed the objectives of the meeting, which were: 


1. To agree on the final report of the Review Committee. 

2. To meet with WHO Member States / States Parties to the IHR, United Nations and its specialized 
agencies, and other relevant intergovernmental organizations or nongovernmental organizations in 
official relations with WHO. 


The Committee also adopted the reports of its Fourth and Fifth Meetings, which are now available on the 
WHO web page as follows: Report of the Fourth Meeting and Report of the Fifth Meeting. 


The Committee then proceeded with the finalization of the report, which is now available here. Based on 
drafts documents stored in a secured platform, and corresponding to the different sections and sub- 
sections of the Final RC Report, the Committee conducted a line-by-line review of those documents. On 
some occasions, the finalization of those documents required overnight re-drafting, followed by a 
collective line-by-line review. The Committee agreed on the final technical recommendations for each 
article or annex for which amendments were proposed, which constituted the main part of their report 
(Chapter 4). 


On 12 January 2023, the Committee held a meeting with WHO Member States / States Parties to the IHR, 
United Nations and its specialized agencies, and other relevant intergovernmental organizations or 
nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO (hereafter, Open Meeting). This meeting 
was opened by the Director-General of WHO, who recognized the commitment of WHO Member States 
to the process to amend the IHR, as well as the tireless work of the Committee to contribute to that. The 
floor was then given to the Vice-Chair of the Committee, H.E: Ambassador G6mez-Camacho who, while 
noting the technical article/annex-by-article/annex analytical work of the Committee, also highlighted the 
highly political nature of certain proposals for amendments (e.g. those related to equity, benefits sharing, 
collaboration, and financing), as well as of the context in which WHO Member States will be considering 
them. Following the interventions of WHO Member States and stakeholders, the Committee responded 
to questions and provided clarifications as needed. 


During the last day, the Committee reviewed the remaining sections of the report and agreed on the final 
content for: introduction; methods of work; general considerations in relation to key values underpinning 
the implementation of the IHR as they appear in the proposed amendments, in relation to main provisions 
for which amendments were proposed, and in relation to the context in which the amendment process is 
taking place. 


Before adjourning the meeting, the Committee agreed on the next steps and the tight timeframe to 
finalize the Final RC Report for submission to the Director-General of WHO, with simultaneous dispatch 
for clearance for both the Committee and WHO internal clearance process, and discussed the organization 


of its meeting with the Bureau of the Working Group on Amendments to the International Health 
Regulations (2005), scheduled on 24 January 2023. 


Annex 1. Provisional Agenda 


Provisional Agenda 


International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR) Review Committee 
regarding the Amendments to the IHR (RC) 


Sixth Meeting 


WHO headquarters 
Geneva, Switzerland, 9-13 January 2023 


Objectives of the meeting 


1. To agree on the final report of the Review Committee. 

2. To meet with WHO Member States / States Parties to the IHR, United Nations and its specialized 
agencies, and other relevant intergovernmental organizations or nongovernmental organizations in 
official relations with WHO. 


Time Monday 9 January 2023 
GMT +2 Salle V 
08:30-09:00 | Connection to the meeting via Zoom (for those Members and WHO staff unable to attend in person) 
09:00-09:10 | Convening / opening of meeting (DG or designee) 
09:10-09:30 | Administrative matters 
- Background on IHR, the RC and its mandate, organization and operations, obligations (WHO/LEG) 
- Institutional requirements such as the role and status of Members and Advisers and issues in relation 
to Declarations of Interests and Confidentiality Undertaking (WHO/CRE) 
Handover to Chair 
- Presentation of the objectives of the meeting 
- Adoption of the Report of the fourth and fifth meetings 
09:30-10:30 | Review draft sections of the report 
Part I — Articles 1-4 
Part II — Articles 5-13, Annexes 1 and 2 
10:30-11:00 | Coffee break 
11:00-12:30 | Review draft sections of the report 
Part II — Articles 5-13, Annexes 1 and 2 (continued) 
12:30-14:00 | Lunch break 
14:00-15:30 | Review draft sections of the report 
Part II — Articles 5-13, Annexes 1 and 2 (continued) 
15:30-15:45 | Coffee break 


15:45-17:30 | Review draft sections of the report 
Part III — Articles 15-18 
Part IV — Articles 19-22 
17:30 Adjourn 
Time Tuesday, 10 January 2023 
GMT +2 Salle V 
08:30-09:00 | Connection to the meeting via Zoom (for those Members and WHO staff unable to attend in person) 
09:00-10:30 | Review Draft sections of the Report 
Part V — Articles 23 -34 
Part VI — Articles 35-39, Annexes 3, 6, and 8 
10:30-11:00 | Coffee break 
11:00-12:30 | Review Draft sections of the Report 
Part VIII — Articles 42-46, new Annex 10 
12:30-14:00 | Lunch break 
14:00-15:30 | Review Draft sections of the Report 
Part IX — Articles 47-53 
15:30-15:45 | Coffee break 
15:45-17:30 | Review Draft sections of the Report 
Part X — Articles 54-66 
17:30 Adjourn 
Time Wednesday, 11 January 2023 
GMT +2 Salle V 
08:30-09:00 | Connection to the meeting via Zoom (for those Members unable to attend in person) 
09:00-10:30 | Review Draft sections of the Report 
Part A of the report — general considerations 
10:30-11:00 | Coffee break 
11:00-12:30 | Review Draft sections of the Report 
Part A of the report — general considerations (continued) 
12:30-14:00 | Lunch break 
14:00-15:30 | Review Draft sections of the Report 
Part A of the report — general considerations (continued) 
15:30-15:45 | Coffee break 
15:45-17:30 | Preparation for the meeting with WHO Member States / States Parties to the IHR, United Nations 
and its specialized agencies and other intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental 
organizations in official relations with WHO 
17:30 Adjourn 


Thursday, 12 January 2023 


Tine Meeting with WHO Member States / States Parties to the IHR, United Nations and its specialized 
agencies and other intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations in official 
GMT +2 relations with WHO 
WHO headquarters Auditorium Z1/Z2 
09:00-09:30 | Connection to the meeting via Zoom (for those Members and WHO staff unable to attend in person) 
09:30-09:40 | Convening / opening of meeting (DG or designee) 
09:40-10:00 | Updates on the Review Committee work 
- Presentation by the Chair of the Review Committee on IHR amendments 

10:00-11:30 | Questions and answers (moderated by the Secretariat) 
Time Thursday, 12 January 2023 
GMT +2 Closed meeting of the Review Committee, Salle V 
11:30-12:30 | Review Draft sections of the Report - continued 
12:30-14:00 | Lunch break 
14:00-15:30 | Review Draft sections of the Report — continued 
15:30-15:45 | Coffee break 
15:45-17:30 | Review Draft sections of the Report — continued 

17:30 Adjourn 

Time Friday, 13 January 2023 

GMT +2 Salle V 

08:30-09:00 | Connection to the meeting via Zoom (for those Members and WHO staff unable to attend in person) 
09:00-10:30 | Review Draft sections of the Report — continued 
10:30-11:00 | Coffee break 
11:00-12:30 | Review Draft sections of the Report — continued 
12:30-14:00 | Lunch break 
14:00-15:30 | Review Draft sections of the Report — continued 
15:30-15:45 | Coffee break 
15:45-16.45 | Review Draft sections of the Report — continued 
16:45-17:00 | Closing of the meeting 
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International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR) Review Committee 
regarding the Amendments to the IHR (RC) 


Sixth Meeting 


WHO headquarters 
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[Faculty Director, O’Neill Institute for National and Global Health 
Law, Georgetown University, Washington DC, Unites States of 
[America 


Roojin HABIBI 


IResearch Fellow, Global Strategy Lab, York University, Toronto, 
(Canada 


IRussian Federation 


Canada Fellow, Canadian International Council 
Lecturer, Lincoln Alexander School of Law, Toronto Metropolitan 
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George HARINGHUIZEN (Chief Legal Officer, Centre for Infectious Disease Control, National 
Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM), Bilthoven, 
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Hani JOKHDAR Deputy Minister for Public Health, Ministry of Health, Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia 
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Yang LIU [Assistant Professor, Law School, and Director of the Center for 
(Global Law and Strategy, Law and Technology Institute, Renmin 

(China University of China, Beijing, China 
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